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“Greater things have yet to come, greater things are still to be done in this city…”  
The Nieuwmarkt is crowded with people, everybody is celebrating; the most beautiful 
fireworks color the night in red, green and gold. It is New Years Eve in Amsterdam. 
Incredible.  People from all over the world gather here to celebrate the start of 2010. Just 
two streets further, in Chinatown, they have already counted down last night, and for many 
Americans in the city, the celebration will continue until morning. 
What a privilege to meet so many people here in one place. 
Our Shelter team looks forward to the great things that God has prepared for us in 2010. “As 
for God, his way is perfect.” (Psalm 18:30) There is no better travel guide to trust in.  
 
We wish you that you may experience His care and guidance every day in this year.  
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by Henk Jan Oosterhuis, staff member Shelter Jordan 

Life in the Shelter constantly brings unexpected encounters . Some of these meetings result 
in deep, lasting impressions; this was the case with Amir and Sara. Getting to know this 
couple has been an amazing privilege, and has also made me realise what hardships 
refugees have to go through.  
 
Amir and Sara spoke out against the tyrannical government of their country and were active 
within an illegal political party. As a result, the government persecuted them and they were 
in danger of imprisonment and even execution. They were able to flee the country and travel 
by road to western Europe. When they came, they thought they had arrived in Norway, but 
in fact they were in the Netherlands! Through a refugee organisation, they were able to stay 
in both Shelter hostels for a while, while they awaited the judge’s decision whether or not 
they could stay in this country.  
 
It was in this time of uncertainty and waiting that we, the Shelter staff, got to know them and 
were able to introduce them to the God of the Bible and to Jesus. Amir and Sara visited 
every Bible discussion to learn all they could about God’s word. As weeks went by, they 
gained a clearer understanding of salvation. They had already left their old religion far 
behind, and only one thing stood in their way: Jesus being the Son of God.  
 
Amir and Sara had been visiting a housegroup in Amsterdam for a while. One night the 
preacher gave an invitation to accept Jesus, the Son of God, and come forward and pray 
the sinner’s prayer. Amir and Sara both immediately stood up, they were ready to take that 
step. It thrilled me to see them giving their lives to the Lord, and to join in praying for these 
new believers.  
 
As we walked home together that night, I felt a sense of heaviness despite the joy of the 
evening. The next day, Amir and Sara would have to leave the Shelter and they had no idea 
where they would be going. The judge had declined their request and the future was very 
uncertain. It was a strange mixture of sadness and hope. Amir held a calm composure, and 
I could tell that he had peace for tonight in trusting that God would take care.  
 
Note from the redaction: 
To protect the privacy of the persons their names changed. Just shortly after this article was 
written we heard that they will be baptised the end of February in a church in Amsterdam. 
God is great! 
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After 6 weeks’ renovation the Shelter City has 2 dorms less, but 7 small rooms more. A 
good reason to celebrate! So if you are around you are warmly invited for our official re-
opening of the Shelter City Tuesday, 9th of  March  2010, 3:30p.m. – 5 p.m. in the Shelter 
City Cafe 
Barndesteeg 21 1012 BV Amsterdam 
 
Here some impressions: 
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In November, two of our current staff members, 
Janna and Martha, had a chance to present the 
work of the Shelter in a Youth evening in a church 
in Ijsselmuiden. The stories motivated the 
listeners to trust in the power of prayer and to 
step out in faith to tell the people in their 
hometown about Jesus. 
 
In the beginning of the new year this picture 
reached us. On January 2nd, the youth group 
Reload and many other young people collected 

all the empty bottles from New Years Eve and donated the received money to the Shelter. 
Guys what a great surprise for us. Thank you so much! GEWELDIG BEDANKT! 
The Total amount raised came to 1504,21 Euro! 
 

 
We also want to say thanks again for the great help from the Northwestern College team. 
Guys you were an incredible help during the busy holidays. Thanks for your energy and 
passion, your talents, and your time that you gave to the Shelter.  
May God bless you back in your study life! Also you left us some money. Wow, thank you so 
much!�
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by Jon Dehen, staff member Shelter City 
 
We try to plan special events for the guests on Friday nights, such as hostel nights.  Hostel 
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nights consist of a free meal for the guests and an evangelistic message.  This message 
can take the form of a drama, short movie, or just a simple sharing of testimony.  
Regardless of what kind of event we give, we always make sure that the gospel is clearly 
presented and at the very least encourage all of the guests to speak to a staff member 
about having faith in Jesus.  Last Friday's hostel night included a shared testimony from 
Peter's most recent experiences in South Africa.  He shared his pictures and told of many 
accounts of miraculous healing.  His testimony explained that God was alive and powerful, 
that He wants to know everyone, and how to know God personally.  The night concluded 
with an invitation for prayer for healing.  Several guests (as well as staff members) 
responded, and so did God.  In particular, one man received an instant healing of his two 
highly inflamed knees in which all of the pain was instantly gone.  Praise God that He is still 
at work here in the hostel!  It is so wonderful to see when people are genuinely touched by 
God. 
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Maybe you told your friends about your time in the Shelter and they showed interest. Maybe 
you received this newsletter because you saw our stand or flyer.  If you or your friends are 
interested in ministry/mission work and have a heart for Evangelism, then please take note 
of the following: 
On Monday 3 May 2010 we have an OPEN DAY in the Shelter City hostel. Anyone, 
interested in missions can join the Shelter Youth Hostel Ministry for 24 hours and get to 
know us! They are welcome to take a look into our hostels, the living community, join a MTP 
(Ministry Training Programme)  class and even sleep for a night in Amsterdam in one of our 
hostels.  

 
How does this day look like? 

 
10 a.m. check- in at the Shelter City, Barndesteeg 21, Amsterdam (The Netherlands). 
12 p.m. welcome by Jacob Kops, the general manager of the Youth Hostel Ministry 
1 p.m. lunch in the Shelter City Café 
2 p.m. follow a Ministry Training Programme class and see the living community 
6 p.m. join us for dinner in the Shelter City Café 
8 p.m. start open mic night 
11:30 p.m. day closing with Evening prayer 
You sleep in the Shelter City hostel in Amsterdam! 
Tuesday 4 May: 
From 8 a.m. on there is a nice breakfast waiting for you! 
10 a.m. Check out & Good bye! 

 
People who are interested to join this day can rese rve  
a place via info@youthhostelministry.org  
 
The cost for this whole day, including accommodation and all meals, is 15 Euro. 
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This year, the Shelter Youth Hostel Ministry will be travelling around the country in order 
to make our work and ministry well known to people, churches, Bible schools... 
 
We are planning to have a stand at each of the following events: 
 
Opwekking, 29th of May till 1st  of June, Biddinghuizen (The Netherlands) 
Flevo Festival, 20th- 23 th of August, Bussloo (The Netherlands) 
UCCF Forum, 6th-10th of September, The Quinta, Shropshire (United Kingdom) 
 
CAN YOU JOIN US?  Are you planning to go to one of these events? Could you help us 
on the Shelter stand for some hours? That would be great. Please let us know 
(info@youthhostelministry.org).  
 
Let us use this opportunity to say THANK YOU to the  many former staff members 
who were available for stands a nd presentations in 2009. Thank  you to our new   
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staff members who have applied and have given us op portunities to meet more 
people who wholeheartedly long to follow Jesus. 
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Good bye Jan de Visser! Jan has been with the Shelter for than 8 years. In recent years 
he has been the Evangelism manager at the Shelter City. Those of you, who know Jan, 
will remember his passion to give everything for Jesus and how he challenged us to step 
out of our Christian comfort zone and be available to share the Gospel anytime. Often 
during staff meetings he told us about his experiences with God in India, a place that has 
his heart - and now he is back there! Training local people for mission.  
Jan, thanks so much for all you did here. May God keep on using you as pioneer in His 
kingdom. May He bless and equip you with everything you need in India! 

 
Welcome  Corné Platschorre ! He is following up Jan at the Shelter City as Evangelism 
manager and introduces himself a bit: 

 
“My first days in the Shelter, my first words in this letter. What can  I say? 

That I’m a handsome, clever, young man in the strength 
of my life? 
That I have a very pretty woman next to me, supporting 
me and even listening to me (my stories, not my 
commands)? 
That I have two great kids at home, behaving themselves 
just as teenagers do? 
That I love animals (dead or alive)? 
Shall I say something about coffee, sailing, playing guitar, 
my favorite books? 
No, I’ll tell you nothing about it. When you want to know 

something about me you can meet me in the Shelter City. There is plenty of time to have a 
good conversation. It’s always coffee time there. 
And then you will find out that I don’t like to talk about myself. Let’s talk about Jesus, let’s 
talk about what brought you and I each to this fantastic place, and about how we can share 
our lives with our staff and guests. 
You’re welcome.“ 
 
 
We also say good bye to Sam Faber. He has served in the Shelter for two years, first as a 
staff member and then as a night man. Sam, may God bless you richly for all the things 
you have done here. His job will be taken over by Steven den Hollander.  
 
Corné and Steven, welcome! We are looking forward t o see how God will use you 
and your talents here. May you have a great time in  the Shelter Youth Hostel 
Ministry.  
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Give thanks – for mostly good health and strength of the staff - and managers team during 
this cold and snowy period of the year 

 
Give thanks – for people that came to faith (see article) 
 
Give thanks – for growing contacts with local churches in Amsterdam 
  
Give thanks – for a good and quick finish of the renovation period in the Shelter City 
 
Give thanks – that we can see how God, in amazing ways, is meeting the needs and plans 

of every staff member so personally during his/her life journey and his/her time 
in the Shelter 

 
Give thanks – for the many talents and gifts God provides within the staff team 
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Give thanks – for all the support we received recently 
 

Pray for – a good transition period and unity in the hostel teams (especially in the Shelter 
Jordan, as many long-term staff members are ending their stay) 

 
Pray for – Jan in India, for good contacts with the local people in India 

 
Pray for – Corné, Steven, Sam 

 
Pray for – the cleaner ministry in both hostels 
 
Pray for – new staff workers for the coming months 
 
Pray for – the current staff teams and the management teams of both hostels, for health 

physically and spiritually,  
 
Pray for – for open hearts, eyes, and hands to help where it is needed and to tell the Good 

News 
 

Pray for – vision and wisdom to truly follow God’s will as a Youth Hostel Ministry, to seek 
Him first in all our plans and ideas for this year 
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The Shelter Youth Hostel  Ministry  is a Christian ministry to travelers. In the centre of Amsterdam, the Netherlands, we run  two 

Christian hostels: Shelter City and Shelter Jordan.  Each year, we provide accommodation to 40,000 travelers from all over the world. 

Our desire is to be a blessing to them and to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with these travelers.  The ministry is part of the 

association Tot Heil des Volks, a non-denominational mission organization registered in Amsterdam. Internet: 

www.youthhostelministry.org 

Donations . The work of The Shelter Youth Hostel Ministry would not be able to continue without financial support. If you want to help 
us with a gift you are very welcome: 541914057 t.n.v.  Stichting Tot Heil Des Volks, Amsterdam 
International:  IBAN: NL75ABNA0541914057, BIC code: ABNANL2A 

This Newsletter can also be found at www.youthhoste lministry.org   

If you don’t want to receive this newsletter anymore, please reply and write “take me off the mailing list” in the subject. 
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